
A message from the Senior Leadership Team.

Parking: Safety First

This week, our Year 3 children truly stepped back in time for their fantastic Stone Age Day. From building shelters in the
environmental area to baking their own bread, it was a brilliant hands-on experience that brought their learning to life. A huge
thank you goes to Mrs Appleyard, the Year 3 team and our wonderful volunteers for making this such a special day; it has
truly become a firm favourite on the school calendar. We can’t wait to share photos with you next week!

Not to be outdone, our Year 1 pupils have been busy budding engineers, designing and creating their own freestanding
shelters for the Three Little Pigs. There were some wonderfully creative (and hopefully wolf-proof!) structures on display!

In true British fashion, the weather kept us all guessing, but not even the rain could stop our class photos from going ahead.
Thank you to everyone for your patience and resilience and for doing your best to keep hair neat despite the drizzle!

To finish the week in style, school was filled with colour, excitement and a wonderful selection of  sweet treats as the children
arrived in their own clothes for non uniform day. Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

As we continue through this season of  “four seasons in one day,” a gentle reminder to please send children prepared for
whatever the morning brings; whether that’s suncream and hats or raincoats! A water bottle is essential too… we fully
appreciate how tricky it is to keep up when the forecast can’t quite make up its mind!

As we edge ever closer to the end of  the school year, it is lovely to take a moment to reflect on just how much the children
have grown, not only academically, but also in confidence, independence and friendships. This time of  year brings a
wonderful mix of  excitement, pride and just a tiny hint of  tiredness (for children and adults alike!). There are still plenty of
special moments ahead, so we encourage everyone to keep going, stay positive and enjoy these final weeks together. It’s a
time for celebrating achievements, making memories and, of  course, squeezing in just a little more learning before the
summer adventures begin!

Friday 19  June 2026 th

It seems parking spaces are harder to find than ever; 
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DT in Year 1 ..... “Not by the Hair on Their Chinny Chin Chin!” 

This week in DT, Year 1 took on the exciting challenge of  designing and building freestanding structures to house their
newly acquired (and very demanding!) pet pigs. Armed with an impressive selection of  lolly sticks, kebab sticks, elastic
bands and string, the children set to work creating their very own housing developments; each with its own unique
architectural flair!

There were towering structures, carefully balanced creations, and even a few ambitious “open-plan” designs (much to
the pigs’ delight, but perhaps less so their safety…). The creativity on show was fantastic, and it’s safe to say we may
have a few future engineers, architects, and property developers in the making.

Of  course, no pig house would be complete without putting it to the ultimate test. Enter the Big Bad Wolf  - also known
as Mr Vardy - who arrived armed with his fearsome huff  and puff… in the form of  a leaf  blower! The children watched
with a mixture of  excitement and suspense as their creations faced the ultimate strength test. Some stood proud against
the gusts, while others may have… reconsidered their structural integrity rather quickly!

Over the coming weeks, the children will be learning practical skills such as tying secure knots and improving the
stability of  their designs before having another go at constructing their pig-proof  homes. With these new skills, we are
confident that the next set of  builds will be even stronger, sturdier, and perhaps even able to rival (dare we say it?) some
of  the quality seen in certain local new build developments…

Watch this space - those pigs might soon be living in the most secure housing Southampton has ever seen!
 

We’re on the lookout for children’s books that are no longer getting much attention - the ones that have been read so
often you can practically recite them by heart!

We’re inviting families to have a little rummage through bookshelves, baskets, and even those under-bed hiding places
to find any children’s books they no longer need. Whether it’s a well-loved bedtime favourite or a story that’s simply been
outgrown, we’d be delighted to pass it on to another eager reader at the upcoming Big Boogie event.
If  you have any books ready for a new adventure, please pop them into our donation box outside the school office.

After all, one child’s “we don’t read this anymore” is another child’s “this is my new favourite!”

Book Donation Appeal
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We are excited to offer parents and local businesses the opportunity to sponsor our newly refreshed school
newsletter. This is a wonderful way to support the life of  the school while also promoting your business within
our community.

Our newsletter is shared with all families and is a key way we celebrate achievements, share important
information and highlight the many successes of  our children. By becoming a sponsor, your business will be
featured within the newsletter, giving you visibility across our engaged and supportive school community.

Sponsorship is available for £50 per week.

If  you would be interested in supporting us in this way, we would love to hear from you. Please email:
adminoffice@st-james-westend.hants.sch.uk for further details.

 

Sponsor Our School Newsletter

Free SEND Workshops for Young People and Families 
We’re pleased to share details of   upcoming free, impartial workshops for young people and their families.

No booking is required – participants can simply join the sessions via our website.  Full details, including links and session
information, are provided on the posters.

There is a one-off  Saturday workshop focusing on Ordinarily Available Provision and SEN Support, ideal for those who may
find it difficult to attend during the week.
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Advertise your business here – 
only £50 for your logo and contact information!
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