The week ahead @ Saint James
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A message from the Senior Leadership team

What a lot of talented children we have! There is so much sporting success to share with you this week;
from the swimming pool to the football pitch, the cross-country track to the dance studio and even the
cricket pitch we have some truly impressive sporting achievements to share. Hot on the heels of Team GB’s
strongest ever performance at a Winter Olympics, we’ve got a comparable level of success for Team Saint

James!

This week we’ve enjoyed an inspection from a Hampshire Primary Phase Inspector, who had some very
complimentary comments to make about what he saw. Even though he was only in school for one dayj, it
quickly became apparent to him what we all know; Saint James is a truly special school.

This week’s theme:
Wildlife in nature
This week’s story:

The many references

to animals in the bible:
Including but not exclusively:
Isaiah 11:7, John 10:14,
Matthew 7:15, Proverbs 6:6

An Inspector Calls...

In J. B. Priestley’s famous play, ‘An Inspector Calls’, an inspector arrives unannounced at a private residence and causes panic and disarray
among everyone he encounters. You might realistically expect that the same thing might be true in a number of schools, when an inspector
calls to pass judgement. Thankfully, as this week has proved, this is not the case for Saint James Primary School!

Mr Tim Walters, a Primary Phase Inspector for Hampshire, visited Saint James to observe teaching, with a particular focus on Maths. He
visited lessons, looked at books and documentation and spoke to children, staff and school leaders. During a very packed schedule, with
little time for him to even eat lunch, he managed to gain a comprehensive picture of life at Saint James Primary School.

We are incredibly proud of all of our staff team and the children for all the hard work and dedication that is evident across the school. It was
abundantly clear that the whole team takes great pride in creating positive outcomes for our children.

Throughout the day, there were many strengths observed and highlighted; the displays looked strong and purposeful, and the warm, positive
relationships between staff and children were consistently noted. There was also some exceptionally strong teaching observed. A special
mention was also made of the learning environment and provision in Year R. It was evident how much thoughtful work has gone into shaping

the learning space and the opportunities for our children.

After an exhausting day, we are pleased that Mr Walters gained an accurate picture of the everyday reality of life at Saint James Primary

School. We would like to extend a huge ‘Well done’ to everyone involved.

Drive through and drop off: drop, go and let the traffic flow!

Thank you to everyone who is using the drive-through each morning. It alleviates any
issue with parking in the roads around the school, which is appreciated by our
neighbours and local residents. Recently, there has been an increasing amount of
parents either parking in empty parking bays or in the drive-through lane itself, whilst
they or another adult passenger drops their child at the classroom door. Please drop
your child, letting them exit from the vehicle on the school side of the car, and resist the
temptation for parking for any duration. Any empty parking spaces need to be used by
members of support staff with later start times and parking in the lane itself causes
congestion and slows the flow of traffic.

Can we also ask you to please remind your child that they should dismount from any
bike or scooter when they are on the school site. There are a number of people with
limited mobility, as well as some very young children, that are on site each morning and
after school. It is important that they can cross the school site safely without risk of
collision.

Thank you for your support during collection and drop-off times.

Uniform expectations

Now the weather is getting warmer, more children
are starting to wear shorts again for PE rather than
tracksuit trousers. Can we please remind you that
figure hugging lycra shorts are not an appropriate
choice and that shorts should either be plain
black or navy. We are also aware that some
children have begun wearing big bows and glitter-
style extensions in their hair. In accordance with
our uniform policy, please keep to discrete, hair
styles and accessories and ensure that long hair
is tied back tidily so it does not interfere with a
work or become a danger during P.E. sessions.
Hair should be a natural shade and large ribbons,
bows or decorative clips are not permitted. Thank
you for your support.
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Resilient Saint James get the job done

We’re sure you’re becoming quite familiar with the story; Saint James are drawn in the next round of the Hampshire Cup, the opponents are
known to be a tricky / competent side and then Saint James win convincingly. Surely we would see history repeating itself, against a team we
had beaten in a tight game last season? On this occasion, it was so nearly not the case!

In a quarter-final fixture not long after our previous 5 — 2 victory against North Baddesley, Saint James were drawn against Cherbourg Primary
School in a fixture at AFC Stoneham. With the game taking place on pitch number 1, it was probably the nicest surface our team has had the
pleasure of playing on this season. With our team of Taylor, Lucas, Charlie, Henry, Ben, Harry, Max, Connor and Jordan looking resplendent
in theirimmaculate new blue kit, it was perhaps an ominous sign that Cherbourg ran out in bright pink, the colour of Inter Miami the team of,
arguably the best player in the world, Lionel Messi! A nervous energy filled the air as the game begun and did not really lift for the entirety of
the first half.

Minutes into the game and Cherbourg broke through with their striker finding himself with a clear shot on goal. He produced a firm shot but
Ben was equal to it, already taking up an excellent position in his area and confidently blocking the attempt. Great save!

On the 6th minute, Henry played a lovely lobbed through ball towards Connor, who masterfully controlled the football and turned past his
man leaving himself 1-on-1 with the onrushing goalkeeper. He prodded the ball past the keeper with excellent composure to make the score
1-0.

Usually, one goal for Saint James quickly leads to 2 or 3, however Friday’s game was different. The nerves of the day didn’t settle, and the
first half remained cagey until the half-time whistle finally blew.

A long, rousing team talk (enriched by some equally rousing jelly tots!) allowed the boys to recalibrate. The aim of the game now was to
make use of the space on offer and move the ball more precisely, quickly and most importantly; sensibly.

Harry came on as a substitute ten minutes before half time and was arguably our brightest player; causing problems for Cherbourg from the
start of the second half. As a player who always listens astutely to instructions, it was no surprise that he made the game changing impact
our team so desperately needed. Integral to our win, he played a central role in the second goal. A fantastic piece of passing football
between him and Lucas saw Lucas running through on goal. A controlled finish into the bottom right was just what we needed! 2-0.

Normality was restored in the second half and Saint James began to turn the screw, controlling possession, momentum and all of the, now
frequent, dangerous attacks. Connor found himself with space on the right side of the area and fired a shot goalwards which hit the bottom
of the left post. The ball landed at Harry’s feet, he swivelled and lobbed the goalkeeper with an excellent finish. 3-0!

The final meaningful action of the game came from a Cherbourg free kick on the edge of the area. The number 7 stood over it confidently
and rifled a wicked strike towards the top left corner. A goal was certain from the moment it left his boot... until Ben made a phenomenal
stop, saving his well-earned clean sheet in the process.

It was an important win for Saint James, who were not at their rampant best, but they do say that is the mark of champions! We would like to
extend a huge ‘thank you’ to all the parents for their excellent, free taxi service and the ongoing support they offered from the sidelines. We
look forward to playing in the semi-final and wish our girls’ team luck again in a semi-final of their own! Come on Saint James - wouldn’t it be
wonderful to have two teams in their respective finals!

Near the Utilita Bowl and on a roll: Our Year 3 children are cricket stars in the making!

With our school only a stone’s throw (or more appropriately a cricket ball throw)
away from the Utilita bowl, the home of Hampshire cricket, it seems fitting that
our school actively participates in cricket events and competition. Although still
some way off the start of the UK cricket season, some of our Year 3 children took

partin their first cricket event of the year, last week.

Focussed on improving their hitting, throwing, catching and bowling skills a
dedicated and resilient group of Year 3 children attended the cricket festival at
Wildern Secondary School. Over the course of an hour and a half they worked on
eight tightly focussed activities aimed at honing their skills for the cricket season
ahead. As an additional bonus, they even got to enjoy the sunshine, rarely seen so
far this year!

We would like to extend an enormous ‘thank you’ to Mrs Voaden and Miss Howell,

who gave up their evening to ensure we could take two teams to this event.

) Southampton Art Gallery - Free Family Day

To celebrate Southampton City Art Gallery’s reopening after refurbishment, there will be a FREE Family Activity
day! All families are invited to attend and you can find out more about the event by using the following link;

Let’s Celebrate: Free Family Activity Day for the Gallery Reopening - Ticketing.

Running from 11am to 4pm, there will be loads of fun activities for families to take part in; from having your face
painted as an impressionist painting to making amazing models inspired by the artwork on display. There’s sure
to be something for all the familv to eniov.
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Mud, sweat and (no) tears: Lucas raises his game from Saint James to county fame!

The sporting prowess and aptitude of many of our children, along with their exceptional sportsmanship,
often allows us to share times when they have set an excellent example when representing the school.
Across a plethora of different sports and events, children have proudly pulled on the royal blue kit of
Saint James and distinguished themselves in competition. However, on rare occasions, it is a different
kit and colour that they’re wearing on the pitch, track or start line. Last week, for Lucas in Year 6, it was
a bright, yellow shirt, as he was not only representing Saint James but the whole Eastleigh and
Winchester district!

Making the, longer than usual, journey to North Hampshire and Basingstoke, Lucas had qualified for the
Hampshire finals in cross-country and was lining up against the finest runners that Hampshire primary
schools had to offer. Whilst in local competition it was clear that Lucas had the beating of most of the
field, with 145 competitors drawn from across the 1455 square miles of Hampshire, the County
Championships were clearly going to be a different matter.

Just qualifying for this prestigious award was an impressive feat, however, not content with just turning
up, Lucas turned in a performance that placed him in the top 10% of competitors. Placing an impressive
15th out of 145! Traversing the muddy, unfamiliar course, at Down Grange, it was clear that Lucas had no [#* ;
‘home’ advantage. However, his dogged perseverance moved him up the field to an impressive 15th ;
place! Well done Lucas! We would also like to extend an enormous ‘Thank you’ to Lucas’ mum who
accepted the role of taxi driver, performance coach and dietician for the day, supporting Lucas
throughout the challenging competition. Well done Lucas!

We think healthy competition can be a good thing. When children prove to be the bestin their
peer group, their class or even the school, it is an achievement that should be celebrated.
Sometimes, that achievement is extended to a larger field, against competitors from other
schools and even county-wide: clearly an accomplishment to be acknowledged, praised and
admired. However, we admit that our greatest competition is often ourselves and that we
should always look to improve our own performances, in whatever we choose to do. This is
the most admirable achievement of all and something we can all realistically seek to realise.
In the case of Lilou, in Year 6, she has not only improved her own performance; her own
performance has led to her being the best in Hampshire!

In the recent Hampshire County Swimming competition, Lilou surpassed all expectations
(except perhaps her own): she achieved personal best performances in all three of her races.
In both the 200 metre Individual Medley and the 50 metre Butterfly, she secured personal
best times, an achievement that any competitor should be satisfied with. However, in the 200
metre Breaststroke, her personal best was enough to take the bronze medal, with a third-
place finish. Due to being a mixed-age race, the result means that Lilou is now officially the
fastest 11-year-old, at 200 metre Breaststroke, in Hampshire! What a phenomenal
achievement for her first ever County Championships.

At her swimming club, Wildern Waves, Lilou is regularly coached by former Olympian and
World Champion Katy Sexton MBE, whose guidance has been instrumental in her recent
development. We’re sure she is taking inspiration from her trainer’s past performances to try

and emulate her success. Well done Lilou!

Parents’ Consultation Evening — March 2026
University of
@Southumpton

DISCOVER
THE AMAZIN

@ SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING DAY
4~ Saturday14th March 2026

Free activities, workshops, talks, labtours
and live shows suitable for all ages

Next week, we would like to welcome you to our second
Parents’ Consultation Evening of the year. This is a valuable

opportunity to discuss your child’s development and have
the chance to direct any questions to their class teacher.

Parents’ Evenings will be held on Wednesday 11th and
Thursday 12th March where you will be offered a ten-minute
slot to discuss your child’s progress. Time slots are booked
using your on-line Arbor account (if you are having difficulty
with this, please contact the school office). Thank you to

7| Book your FREE tickets everyone who has already made an appointment. The

www.sotsef.co.uk

booking system will close at 10pm on Monday 9th March

1 % X #SOTSEF

2026. We look forward to seeing you then.




Reaching new heights: Amelie takes pole position with a bronze in international competition
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There are some acronyms for sporting bodies that many of us are probably familiar y AKT ,|PAK\T IIPAKC\T !f’w
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with; UEFA (Union of European Football Associations and ITF (International Tennis

Federation) maybe two of the more well known. There are certainly very few with
a national or international status that we make reference to, when considering
school sports. However, thanks to Amelie in Year 6, there is now one that you
might be becoming more familiar with; the IPAAT (International Pole and Aerial Art
Tournament). We imagine that there are very few of us who know anyone
competing in sports on an international level. We were certainly very surprised to
hear that we have an international competitor as a pupil at Saint James. Humble
about her achievements, Amelie entered into the age 8-16 Doubles hoop category
(static hoops that are 85cm and 140cm off the ground) and achieved an impressive
result.

Before we discuss the final, we need to clarify the difficulty in qualifying in the first
place. This notoriously hard competition requires competitors to qualify from two
video rounds before they are even chosen to perform in a live final. Each of these
categories has over thirty entries alone! With only seven acts chosen to perform in
the finals of this international competition, only the most elite athletes get chosen
for this privilege. Remarkably, Amelie, along with her partner Eleanor, were one of
these seven acts! Competing on the international stage, against competitors of up
to 16 years, even her most optimistic and positive supporters must have thought
Amelie and her partner stood minimal chance of achieving anything higher than
seventh. However, they clearly wouldn’t have factored in Amelie’s staggering
resilience and determination, as they secured an impressive third place overall!

Overcoming some inevitable anxieties and concerns, in the week prior to

the competition, Amelie composed herself to have an amazing time and obtain an
impressive result overall. Rather appropriately, her performance was based on Joy
and Anxiety from the film Inside Out 2.
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Osborne & Shepherds Down School MUSEUM

SHORT STORY
COMPETITION

A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG WRITERS!

Parent Workshop:

S

~ “

Tuesday 10th March 2026
10.00am - 2.00pm
Venve: Shepherds Down School, Compton,
We are asking 7-11-year-olds to write a
story about GOLD using no more than 500-words. The
winner will receive a gold coin, £5,000 for their school or
local library, and their story illustrated by an artist.

Winchester SO21 2AJ

This workshop will provide you with an insight into autism and how it affects your
child. Our aim is fo provide you with a range of practical strategies fo support your
child in the home environment.
The course will cover:
< Anintroduction to autism and the areas of difference
<+ Positive behaviour management
% Communication
Led By:
Carson Bday

Stories can be submitted between 16 February - 17 April
2026.

(Osbome School Outreach Service)

Laura Watts (Shepherds Down Outreach
Service)

Free of charge

To book a place please contact Osborne School Office
Please do not contact Shepherds Down fo book.
N.B. Places are limited, so please book early to avoid disappoiniment.

R ts will be provided, please bring a packed lunch.

Email b hanfs.sch.uk
Phone 01962 854537

Parking - On site. Overflow parking if required at Compton Tennis Club SO21 2A8

www.royalmintmuseum.org.uk
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ST JAMES PRIMARY NON CONTACT KARATE

LEARNING
SCHOOL P TAUGHT BY FULLY
QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS (& S
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WE TEACH TRADITIONAL KARATE ENCOURAGING g A
CONFIDENCE, RESPECT, DISCIPLINE, SELF % ' N
AWARENESS AND AGILITY IN A FUN & o =)
FODTBALL YRS R-2 || CONTROLLED ENVIRONMENT. ALL CLASSES ARE
( FRIENDLY, INFORMATIVE & CATER TO THE
FOOTBALL YRS 3-6 e INDIVIDUAL NEEDS OF THE STUDENT.

- £6 PER SESSION

UORTRAEL FRER 9 STARTS 23" FEB ~ | EMAIL: info@southernkarate.org to book your place

FOOTBALL YRS R-6 O AT
DODBEBALL YRS 3-6 ST JAMES PRIMARY SCHOOL

MONDAY 3.25
m‘y T0 FRIDAY £6 PER CLASS - PAY AS YOU GO
3:30 pm = 4330 pm

All bookings must be made in
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EVERYONE WELCOME
FROM 4 YEARS OLD

MANY MORE CLASSES TO CHOOSE FROM, FIND THEM ALL AT:
WWW.SOUTHERNKARATE.ORG

V) Child Protection | A
Tel: 07764 478507 2-?3( b5 A=

advance

FREE CRICKET FoR |
BOYS AND GIRLs
AGED 8-19 |N
SOUTHAMPTON

Join us for our
non-competitive

Saturday theatre
program for

ages 6-16 years!

WHAT WE OFFER:
Weekly Sessions
Events & Festivals

Life-skill Workshops

Feel great about life through
dynamic drama activities led
by our DBS-certified coaches.

N Feel proud as you take your group project to the stage

For more information and details on how . . i and perform in a |OCE\| theatrel

to sign up, scan the QR code or contact our
Wicketz Development Officer, Dani Ransley on
07880724768 or danielle.ransley@utilitabowl.com

o Wicketz Southampton awwicketzsouthampton .. Y = ()
. s, WS Anti-Bullyin
e ©
9 . Tt r2a] Saturdays at alocation near you!

Scan QR code to find your nearest venue! n

LorD'Ss TAVERNERS
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Ursday 9 aprjj
AquaRun Cricket Free Swimming JuniorGym Tennis
Wednesday 8 April Thursday 2 April Tuesday - Thursday Wednesday 1April zv;fe"de: g:g;‘;‘::r“
5-16yrs 2.30pm - 3.30pm 5-8yrs 1lam - 12pm 5-16yrs 2pm - 3pm & Wednesday 8 April 5:7yrs 10am - Tlam
3 Hamble Sports Complex 9-12yrs 12pm - 1pm Wildern Leisure Centre 11-16yrs Tpm - 2pm &-Tlyrs Tlam - 12pm
Places Leisure Eastleigh Wildern Leisure Centre Wyvern College
Badminton Thursday 9 April Football Tuesday 31 March
Wednesday 1April 8-11yrs (girls only) 11am - 12pm Wednesday 1April Laser Tag & Thursday 2 April
& Wednesday 8 April 9-12yrs 12pm - 1pm 8-1lyrs 10am - Tlam Tuesday 31 March 5-10yrs 5pm - 6pm
7-10yrs 6pm - 7pm Places Leisure Eastleigh 8-14yrs (girls only) TTam - 12pm 8-1yrs 9.30am - 10.30am 11-16yrs 5pm - 6pm
11-16yrs 7pm - 8pm - Places Leisure Eastleigh 12-16yrs (teens) 10.45am - 11.45am Deer Park School
Wyvern College Pavilion on the Park
i g wclm‘ll Wednesday 8 April Tuesgay 31 Ma_rlch
- & - Tuesday 31 March 5-7yrs 10am - 11am Tuesday 7 Apri
Blg Sister Session & Tuesday 7 April 13-16yrs (teens) Tiam - 12pm ’ Netball 5-10yrs 3.30pm - 4.30pm
Wednesday 8 April Farr'uvlles 1.30pm - 2.30pm Places Leisure Eastleigh Thursday 2 April 2‘12E;:;3£2;:::22 id
11-15yrs 4.30pm - 5.15pm Pavilion on the Park 5-10yrs Ipm -2pm H ! o
Places Leisure Eastleigh 11-14yrs 2pm - 3pm Thursday 2 April
Thursday 9 April Dodgeball :I/. ?c'd(eivA il Ve Lane sports Ground b A e o
ednesday 1Apri y i -
9-11yrs 4.30pm - 5.15pm Tuesday 31 March & Wednesday 8 April ¢h1:\£‘s-l SIQ: SO[TQIY) :.sopm 5.30pm
Places Leisure Eastleigh 8-1lyrs 2pm - 3pm 8-14yrs 6.30pm -7.30pm Street ) ?
Hiltingbury Sports Hamble Hockey Club (Hamble School) Thursday 9 April
CrossFit Basketball 5-10yrs 3.30pm - 4.30pm
= Wednesday 1 April 11-16yrs 4.30pm - 5.30pm
Wednesday 1 April 'enc'ng_ lnﬂa_table Poo' 3 8-12yrs 1pm - 2pm The Hub, Eastleigh
& Wednesday 8 April Tuesday 7 April sSession . 8-14yrs (girls only) 2pm - 3pm :
11-16yrs 3pm - 4pm 5-10yrs 3.30pm - 4.30pm Thursday 2 April = Hiltingbury Basketball Court \
CrossFit Southampton, Eastleigh 11-16yrs 4.30pm - 5.30pm 8 -16yrs 2.30pm - 3.15pm [ "
Boorley Green Community Centre WIS - P! Wednesday 8 April
Places Leisure Eastleigh 8-12yrs Ipm - 2pm I
13-16yrs (teens) 2pm - 3pm
Roy Underdown Court, Hamble

DON'T Mlss OUT = BOOK TODAY: *£1] for those in receipt of qualifying benefits
EASTLEIGH.GOV.UK/EASTLEIGHACTIVE ' iihoienrecetofquaing beneiis | EASTLEIGH

Tuesday 31 March - Thursday 2 april

e | | 4 Tuesday 31 March - Thursday2 aeril
Tuesday - Thursday 9 aeril

TENNIS

BOOK NOW: EASTLEIGH.GOV.UK/ e BOOK NOW: EASTLEIGH.GOV.UK/
EASTLEIGHACTIVE EASTLEIGHACTIVE

*£1 concessions available to residents *£1 concessions available to residents
receiving qualifying benefits EASTLEIGH 6 receiving qualifying benefits
S pO rtWO r kS Activities may be subject to change BOROUGH COUNCIL S p o rtWO rks Activities may be subject to change




The school has received the following email from Hampshire
Golf, inviting all budding young golfers to compete in one of two

=

tournaments;

w
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Dear Young Golfer,

We are delighted to formally invite you to join and compete in the 2026
Future Champions Tour and Future Champions Foundation Tour.

Both Tours are now entering their fourth season and have enjoyed
tremendous success. Players of all abilities have benefited — from
competing in their very first events, making new friends, enjoying
family time at competitions, to earning selection to represent
Hampshire in County Squads.

Who Can Take Part?

Both Tours are open to boys and girls aged 6 to 12, with two categories
available:

Future Champions Foundation Tour

Designed for golfers aged 6 to 12 without an official handicap:

¢ 9-hole events played on a shortened course

e Air shots do not count

e Maximum of 10 shots per hole (if exceeded, simply record “10”)
¢ Trophies awarded and presented on the day at each event

e Qualification for the Tour Finals in October, featuring prizes and
trophies

e Opportunity to represent the Future Champions Tour Team in a
match against Hampshire Squads

eMembership Fee: £30 per year

This includes a registration pack and your very own Adidas County
Crested polo shirt, Event Entry Fee: £10 per event

Play in as many events as you wish.

Future Champions Tour

For golfers aged 6 to 12 with an official golf handicap:

¢ 18-hole qualifying Stableford events

* Played from the most advantageous tees

¢ Normal rules of golf apply

¢ Trophies awarded and presented on the day

¢ Qualification for the Tour Finals in October with prizes and trophies

e Opportunity to represent the Future Champions Tour Team in a
match against Hampshire Squads

Membership Fee: £30 per year Includes a registration pack and Adidas
County Crested polo shirt.

Event Entry Fee: £20 per event

Play in as many events as you wish.

Trial Days

We also offer trial days for both Tours. Each player may attend one trial
event by simply paying the event entry fee, allowing you to experience
the Tour before committing to membership.

Once you are a member, if you begin without a handicap and later
obtain one, you may compete on both Tours without paying an
additional membership fee.

How to Join You can join today by visiting www.hampshiregolf.org.uk ,

selecting “Junior” from the right-hand menu, followed by “Future
Champions Tour”. This will provide full details of the season, events,

rules, and a direct link to the registration page.

If you or your family have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in
touch via email at FCT@hampshiregolf.co.uk .

West End Parish Centre,
Chapel Rd, West End, Southampto
S030 3FE

.
4 4 | All ingredients included!

plus a craft activity & a recipe card to keep

I Starting 15th April

;

1  Wednesday Class

| Children aged 2-11
1

!

i

i

4.15pm - 5.30pm

Book: https://www.cookstars.co.uk/cooking-
classes/chandlers-ford-to-hedge-end

_______

Call Siobhan: 07533785348
Email: siobhan.hall@cookstars.co.uk
Book: https://www.cookstars.co.uk/cooking-classes/chandlers-ford-to-hedge-end
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